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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(5) because 
they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the description: 

• Elements 04,05,06,31 ,37,38, and 85 are not disclosed in the specification. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d), or amendment to 

the specification to add the reference character(s) in the description in compliance 
with 37 CFR 1.121(b) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment 
of the application. Any amended replacement-drawing sheet should include all of the 
figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure 
is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application 
must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the examiner does not accept the changes, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 18 and 19 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

• Claim 1 8 Line 1 , change "to claim 1 6" to -to claim 1 7-. 

• Claim 19 Line 1 , change "to claim 16" to -to claim 17-. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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• The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 

indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 

which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites that a latch retract blocking element is optionally positional to 
block the latch retract lever. Claim 10 recites that a lock/unlock-blocking element is 
optionally positional to block the lock/unlock lever. Claim 15 recites that a spindle 
hub-blocking element is optionally positional to block the spindle hub. Claim 20 
recites that a latch retract blocking element is optionally positional to block the latch 
retract lever, that a lock/unlock-blocking element is optionally positional to block the 
lock/unlock lever, and that a spindle hub-blocking element is optionally positional to 
block the spindle hub. 

It is unclear if the applicant is claiming these elements, the latch retract blocking 
element, the spindle hub-blocking element and the lock/unlock blocking element, or 
that the applicant is claiming that these elements are optional, i.e., that could be 
provided. 

Therefore, in order to continue with the examination, the limitations will be 
examined as the mortise lock that could have the latch retract blocking element, 
spindle hub-blocking element and the lock/unlock-blocking element. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Further, the applicant cites that claims 18 and 19 depend from claim 16. 
However, claim 16 does not provide a positive antecedent of basis for the spindle 
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hub storage opening limitation. Currently, claim 17 is the one that positively recites 
the limitation. Therefore, in order to continue with the examination, claims 18 and 19 
will be examined as being depending from claim 17 (see claim objection above). 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

6. In case that the spindle hub blocking element is required, Claim 15 is rejected 

under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat No 2,164,290 to Hurd. 

Hurd discloses a mortise lock comprising a casing (1) having a front plate for 
confronting a doorframe, a first sidewall and an opposed second sidewall. 

A latch bolt (4) is movable with respect to the casing between an extended 
position and a retracted position. 

At least one spindle hub (11) adapted for connection to a spindle projecting from 
a handle. The spindle hub acts to move the latch bolt to the retracted position when 
rotated. 

A spindle hub blocking element (16 and 17) is provided to block the at least one 
spindle hub to prevent rotation thereof. The spindle hub blocking element is 
positioned without removing the first or second sidewall from the mortise lock to block 
or unblock the at least one spindle hub. 
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7. In case that the spindle hub blocking element is required, Claim 15 is rejected 

under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat No 450,331 to Lyons. 

Lyons discloses a mortise lock comprising a casing (A) having a front plate for 
confronting a doorframe, a first sidewall and an opposed second sidewall. 

A latch bolt (C) is movable with respect to the casing between an extended 
position and a retracted position. 

At least one spindle hub (E) adapted for connection to a spindle projecting from a 
handle. The spindle hub acts to move the latch bolt to the retracted position when 
rotated. 

A spindle hub blocking element (G) is provided to block the at least one spindle 
hub to prevent rotation thereof. The spindle hub blocking element is positioned 
without removing the first or second sidewall from the mortise lock to block or unblock 
the at least one spindle hub. 

8. In case that the spindle hub blocking element is required, Claims 15 and 16 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat No 6,393,878 to 
Fayngersh et al (Fayngersh '878). 

Regarding claim 15, Fayngersh '878 discloses a mortise lock comprising a 
casing having a front plate (26) for confronting a doorframe, a first sidewall (32) and 
an opposed second sidewall. 

A latch bolt (58) is movable with respect to the casing between an extended 
position and a retracted position. 
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At least one spindle hub (108) adapted for connection to a spindle projecting 
from a handle. The spindle hub acts to move the latch bolt to the retracted position 
when rotated. 

A spindle hub blocking element (154) is provided to block the at least one spindle 
hub to prevent rotation thereof. The spindle hub blocking element is positioned 
without removing the first or second sidewall from the mortise lock to block or unblock 
the at least one spindle hub. 

As to claim 16, Fayngersh '878 discloses that the first sidewall includes a spindle 
hub blocking opening (at 148) that is threaded and the spindle hub blocking element 
(154) is a screw extending through the spindle hub blocking opening into blocking 
engagement with the at least one spindle hub (108). The spindle hub blocking screw 
is removable from outside the mortise lock to unblock the at least one spindle hub. 
9. In case that the spindle hub blocking element is required, Claims 15 and 16 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US Pat No 5,813,255 to Tell 
et at (Tell). 

Regarding claim 15, Tell discloses a mortise lock comprising a casing having a 
front plate (48) for confronting a doorframe, a first sidewall (18) and an opposed 
second sidewall. 

A latch bolt (14) is movable with respect to the casing between an extended 
position and a retracted position. 
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At least one spindle hub (368) adapted for connection to a spindle projecting 
from a handle. The spindle hub acts to move the latch bolt to the retracted position 
when rotated. 

A spindle hub blocking element (40) is provided to block the at least one spindle 
hub to prevent rotation thereof. The spindle hub blocking element is positioned 
without removing the first or second sidewall from the mortise lock to block or unblock 
the at least one spindle hub. 

As to claim 16, Tell discloses that the first sidewall includes a spindle hub 
blocking opening (102) that is threaded and the spindle hub blocking element (40) is 
a screw extending through the spindle hub blocking opening into blocking 
engagement with the at least one spindle hub (36). The spindle hub blocking screw is 
removable from outside the mortise lock to unblock the at least one spindle hub. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

11. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Pat No 2, 164,290 to Hurd. 

Regarding claim 1, Hurd discloses a mortise lock comprising a casing (1) having 
a front plate for confronting a doorframe, a first sidewall and an opposed second 
sidewall. 
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A latch bolt (4) movable with respect to the casing between an extended position 
and a retracted position. 

At least one spindle hub (11) adapted for connection to a spindle projecting from 
a handle acting to move the latch bolt to the retracted position when rotated. 

A latch retract lever (9) for moving the latch bolt between the extended and 
retracted positions. 

A control hub (22) operably connected to the latch retract lever to move the latch 
bolt between the extended and retracted positions. 

As to the limitation "a latch retract blocking element optionally positional to block 
the latch retract lever", the claim language suggest that is an option to have the latch 
retract blocking element. Therefore, since it is an option to have the element, the 
limitation will not be considered. 

As to claim 2, Hurd discloses that the mortise lock further includes an interfering 
member (16) movable between a locked position in which the interfering member 
interferingly engages the at least one spindle hub to prevent rotation thereof and an 
unlocked position in which the interfering member is disengaged from the at least 
one spindle hub; and a lock/unlock lever (17) for moving the interfering member 
between the locked and unlocked positions. The control hub (22) is operably 
connected to the lock/unlock lever to move the interfering member between the 
locked and unlocked positions. 

As to the limitation "a lock/unlock blocking element optionally positionable to 
block the lock/unlock lever", the claim language suggests that is an option to have 
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the lock/unlock-blocking element. Therefore, since it is an option to have the element, 
the limitation is not required. 

As to claims 3 and 6-9, the claim language of claims 1 and 2 suggests that is an 
option to have the latch retract blocking element or the lock/unlock-blocking element. 
Therefore, since it is an option to have the element, the limitation is not required. 

As to claims 4 and 5, the claim language suggests that is an option to have a 
spindle hub-blocking element. Therefore, since it is an option to have the element, 
the limitation is not required. 

As to claims 10 and 20, Hurd discloses a mortise lock comprising a casing (1) 
having a front plate for confronting a doorframe, a first sidewall and an opposed 
second sidewall. 

A latch bolt (4) movable with respect to the casing between an extended position 
and a retracted position. 

At least one spindle hub (11) adapted for connection to a spindle projecting from 
a handle acting to move the latch bolt to the retracted position when rotated. 

A latch retract lever (9) for moving the latch bolt between the extended and 
retracted positions. 

A control hub (22) operably connected to the latch retract lever to move the latch 
bolt between the extended and retracted positions. 

An interfering member (16) movable between a locked position in which the 
interfering member interferingly engages the spindle hub to prevent rotation thereof 
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and an unlocked position in which the interfering member is disengaged from the at 
least one spindle hub. 

A lock/unlock lever (17) moves the interfering member between the locked and 
unlocked positions. The control hub (22) is operably connected to the lock/unlock 
lever to move the interfering member between the locked and unlocked positions. 

As to the limitation "a lock/unlock blocking element optionally positionable to 
block the lock/unlock lever", the claim language suggests that is an option to have 
the lock/unlock-blocking element. Therefore, since it is an option to have the element, 
the limitation is not required. 

As to claims 11-14 and 21-25, the claim language of claim 10 suggests that is an 
option to have the lock/unlock-blocking element. Therefore, since it is an option to 
have the element, the limitation is not required. 

As to claim 15, Hurd discloses a mortise lock comprising a casing (1) having a 
front plate for confronting a doorframe, a first sidewall and an opposed second 
sidewall. 

A latch bolt (4) is movable with respect to the casing between an extended 
position and a retracted position. 

At least one spindle hub (11) adapted for connection to a spindle projecting from 
a handle. The spindle hub acts to move the latch bolt to the retracted position when 
rotated. 

As to the limitation "a spindle hub blocking element optionally positionable to 
block the at least one spindle hub", the claim language suggests that is an option to 
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have the spindle hub blocking element. Therefore, since it is an option to have the 
element, the limitation is not required. 

As to claims 16-19, the claim language of claim 15 suggests that is an option to 
have the spindle hub-blocking element. Therefore, since it is an option to have the 
element, the limitation is not required. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

12. Claims 26-30 are allowed. 

Reasons For Allowance 

13. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 26 is allowable over the prior art of record because the teachings of the 
references taken as a whole do not teach or render obvious the combination set 
forth, including that the mortise lock includes a latch retract blocking screw removable 
mounted on the first side wall and blocking the latch retract lever to prevent the 
control hub to retract the latch bolt, and a lock/unlock blocking screw blocking the 
lock/unlock lever to prevent the control hub from moving the lock/unlock lever. 

Fayngersh '878 further disclose that the first sidewall includes a spindle hub 
blocking opening (at 148) that is threaded and the spindle hub blocking element 
(154) is a screw extending through the spindle hub blocking opening into blocking 
engagement with the at least one spindle hub (108). The spindle hub blocking screw 
is removable from outside the mortise lock to unblock the at least one spindle hub. 

However, Fayngersh '878 fails to disclose that the mortise lock includes a latch 
retract blocking screw removable mounted on the first side wall and blocking the latch 
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retract lever to prevent the control hub to retract the latch bolt, and a lock/unlock 
blocking screw blocking the lock/unlock lever to prevent the control hub from moving 
the lock/unlock lever. 

Tell (US 5,813,255) also discloses a mortise lock that at the first sidewall (18) of 
the casing, the lock includes a spindle hub blocking opening (102) that accepts a 
spindle hub blocking screw (40) into blocking engagement with the spindle hub (36). 
The spindle hub blocking screw is removable from outside the mortise lock to unblock 
the at least one spindle hub. 

However, Tell also fails to disclose that the mortise lock includes a latch retract 
blocking screw removable mounted on the first side wall and blocking the latch retract 
lever to prevent the control hub to retract the latch bolt, and a lock/unlock blocking 
screw blocking the lock/unlock lever to prevent the control hub from moving the 
lock/unlock lever. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number 571-272-7058. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6pm EST. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872- 
9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 



306-5771 . 



Carlos Lugo 
AU 3676 




November 28, 2005. 



BRIAN E. GLESSNER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



